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Building a home for adults with 
developmental disabilities is one big 

undertaking, but building a meaningful 
life while living in that home is an even 
bigger one. That is why when Ken 
Owen, a member of the GHH Men’s 
Home, wanted to find his own home 
church, GHH felt both conflicted by and 
compelled to assist with the request.  

The conflict came strictly out of a matter 
of logistics and concern. How would Ken 
get to church when the other guys in the 
house go elsewhere? How would Ken do 
on his own at a church?  How would Ken 
integrate into the life of his new home 
church? Finally, would Ken meet with 
attitudes of acceptance or be faced with 
disappointing isolation? 

Concern aside, Ken’s desire to 
independently choose his own church 
was far more compelling. GHH devised 
a plan to allow him to choose a church. 
Weekend staff narrowed the church 
search with Ken’s input to four churches. 
Each church was visited 3-4 times, each 

time talking through the pros and cons. 
Once Ken chose, he knew just what to do!  

Ken chose Chapel Pointe Church. He 
introduced himself, got set-up with their 
new member’s class and was baptized. 
He also joined the softball, volleyball, 
and basketball leagues, offered to help 
shovel in the winter and pick up chairs 
every Sunday, and inquired about being 
a part of the praise team. Even more 
impressive, like the postman, Ken walks 
the one mile round-trip to and from his 
church for services and activities, rain, 
snow, heat or dark of night.  

Ken loves the worship songs. He told 
me, “The songs are like the ones I listen 
to on WCSG. I like that.” Ken also shared 
that he has his own family, but Chapel 
Pointe has become part of his extended 
family that includes GHH where he 
lives, and the Jenison Meijer where he 
works. He knows people by name and is 
learning more names to go with faces as 
time passes. 

Lead Pastor, Joel Wayne, shared “Ken is 
a special guy with a zeal for God, other 
people and all things sports. He is a 
natural servant who radiates kindness 
and care.” Jim Jeffery, Equipping Pastor, 
describes Ken as, “…a joy to our church 
family…His sense of humor and genuine 
love for God is always welcome.”  He 
goes on to say that Ken, “…greets people 
with his warm smile and friendliness.” 
Jim particularly remembers Ken 
attending a men’s Bible study that he 
taught, noting that Ken was, “…loved 
and accepted by the men and welcomed 
as one of the group.

So, all in all, making it possible for Ken 
to choose his own church was the most 
respectful thing GHH could do with and 
for Ken. As Ken says with a huge smile on 
his face, “It was the right decision for me.”

If you or your church would like to help 
GHH with fulfilling life choices for our 
residents, please contact GHH Executive 
Director, Pam Steenstra, for more 
information.

“Ken is a special guy with a zeal for God, other   
  people and all things sports. He is a natural  
  servant who radiates kindness and care.”

My Church; My Choice

A Look Back at 2016
In this issue, we are celebrating and sharing some of the blessings Georgetown Harmony Homes (GHH) has 
received over the past year. We are so thankful for our community and the support you have given us.



a Tastefully Simple Foodraiser 
Monday, March 20

a Spring It Forward Luncheon 
Wednesday, May 17

a Charity Golf Classic 
Friday, August 18

a Bowl-a-thon 
Saturday, November 4

a New Year’s Eve Concert 
Sunday, December 31

For more information on 
upcoming events, please visit 
www.georgetownharmonyhomes.org.

Volunteer 
Opportunities:
• Garage drywall — 2 walls need to 

be finished. (Women’s Home)

• Build and outfit a fire pit area with 
stone base (Women’s Home)

• YMCA, weekdays 2-4 p.m. — you 
do not need a membership to 
volunteer! You have the opportunity 

to use the workout equipment 
in exchange for transporting 

and monitoring our 
residents.

Staff Updates

Mark Blashkiw is joining the Advancement team. He is a Realtor at Blueprint 
Properties and attends Cornerstone’s Downtown Campus. Mark’s “a huge fan of 
spreading positive energy,” and we are a fan of all that he’ll bring to the Board!

Lois Knooihuizen is our new secretary and is also serving on our Executive and 
Advancement teams. She has a nephew with Down Syndrome, is an advocate for 
persons with developmental challenges, and attends Ivanrest Christian Reformed 
Church. Her organizational and communication skills are needed, and we’re 
delighted to have Lois as part of our team.

Tammy Schnyders is our new head of the Advancement Team. She is a member 
of First CRC of Hudsonville and has two children on our waiting list. We appreciate 
Tammy’s enthusiasm and are excited for her leadership.

Jim VanOverloop has finished his term after 3.5 years. He was on our building 
team, did minor repairs around the homes, and coordinated larger projects. We are 
thankful for Jim’s service and grateful that he will still be involved in the future.

Kristen Lotterman is one of our new weekend caregivers! She is pursuing a nursing 
degree at Davenport University, and she previously spent five months volunteering 
with our female residents. Our residents enjoy spending time with her, and we 
welcome Kristen to our family!

Laura Schnyders is our newest weekend caregiver! Currently, she is a parapro at 
Hudsonville Public Schools. She has 23 years of experience working in a classroom 
and  resource room with students of varying disabilities. Laura also has nieces and 
nephews on the waiting list and is very excited about this opportunity!

Courtney Applebee is our new Administrative Assistant! She is a graduate of 
Spring Arbor University with a degree in Advertising and Public Relations, and she 
previously interned at Lifeways Community Mental Health in Jackson, MI. Courtney 
has enjoyed getting to know the residents, and we appreciate her help!

Jan Vruggink worked her last weekend as a weekend caregiver this past August. 
She also volunteered with our residents at Bible Study for several years and became 
especially close with them. We thank Jan for 8 caring years of service!
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Georgetown Harmony Homes (GHH) depends on the 
support of the broader community to meet its operational 

budget needs. The source of income for our residents is either 
a fixed government subsidy or a part-time job. Since it is our 
mission to keep quality Christian home options affordable, our 
fundraising efforts must bear the weight of raising nearly 50% 
of our operational budget. These dollars are raised through 
grants, general donations, and fundraising events. In 2016, 
our fundraising goal for the Spring It Forward Lunch, Charity 
Golf Classic, Bowl-a-thon, and the New Year’s Eve Concert was 

$36,000. Thanks to so many who donated to and participated 
in the events, GHH raised $63,000 for our residents! It is this 
great support from the community that makes the vision 
and mission of GHH possible. With an event fundraising 
goal of $70,000 for 2017, we know we will need to continue 
connecting with our brothers and sisters in Christ who share 
our desire to provide beautiful, affordable, Christian homes for 
adults with developmental disabilities. We are looking forward 
to the challenge and the blessings!

Updates to the Homes in 2016:
WOMEN’S HOME:

• New Living Room Furniture: Two chairs, a sectional couch, and an 
ottoman were donated this summer. Now, the room is more comfortable 
and inviting.

• New Deck: In October, a larger outdoor deck and picnic table 
were added to our home. Ed Hekstra donated his time and 
labor for this project, and we are extremely grateful for his 
service. We look forward to using this space during warmer 
weather! 

• New Van: In December, we bought a pre-owned 2016 
Chevrolet Express. It has three more seats than our previous 
van, so our residents are more comfortable as they travel.

MEN’S HOME:

• New flooring: New laminate flooring was installed in the living 
room/upstairs hallway in July! Shortly after, we purchased a 
new large area rug for the living room. Everyone is pleased with 
the new look.

• New decorations: We added a coat rack and a new wall 
display that focus on major themes we try to live out as 
Christians. The coat rack is a reminder that we are all made 
fearfully and wonderfully by God, and the wall display helps as 
a reminder of the fruits we are to display as Christians to others.

Active Giving Helps Meet the Goals

All of these updates and renovations are made possible through the 
generosity of our donors. We are grateful for your contributions.



Back in February 2016, Brandon shared a devotion about 
serving others with the residents, and they talked about 

how they could live that out. Earlier that month, we had 
been blessed with about a hundred water bottles that were 
left over from Special Olympics winter games. The residents 
decided to donate those to the community of Flint in order 
to help with the current water crisis. The Men’s Home 
reached out to friends, family, and the GHH community, 
encouraging them to drop off water bottles at our house, 
and then we brought them to a drop-off site. We have also 
seen a lot of new houses built in our neighborhood over 
the past year.  This has given the residents the opportunity 
to bake some cookies and bring them over to our new next 
door neighbors.

In 2017, our theme is based on Romans 12:10, which says 
“Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another 
above yourselves.” Our focus will be building stronger 
relationships by being devoted not only to one another, but 
also to friends, family members, and co-workers/peers.

In 2016, our residents focused on developing sister-like 
relationships with each other. The women have learned to 

stick up for each other, respect each other, and encourage each 
other. They have enjoyed playing games, watching television, 
crafting, and playing soccer. Our residents enjoy living together, 
and they are excited to help each other. The women are 
available to each other to talk and listen to one another. We 
also focused on the concept of WWJD — What would Jesus 
do? We have taught our residents to respond like Christ would, 
and Cara has seen growth throughout the year as a direct 
result. The women have grown to love each other while we live 
together in harmony.

Our focus for 2017 is how we can serve others. We have so 
many people that serve us, and we think it is important for the 
resident to step back and do acts of love for others. We are 
excited to share some of these experiences with you as the year 
goes on.

Wish List:
BOTH HOMES:

✓ Bird Feeders

✓ KitchenAid Stand Mixers

✓ Bath towels and washcloths for our 
weekend staff

MEN’S HOME

✓ Set of pots and pans

✓ New gas grill

✓ Vacuum cleaner

✓ Deck table/chairs that seats 8-10

WOMEN’S HOME

✓ Kitchen washcloths

✓ Two white memory foam bathmats

✓ 6 new twin mattresses
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All donations are tax-deductible. Please contact Pam Steenstra 
at psteenstra@georgetownharmonyhomes.org or 616.226.3473 
with any questions or donations.

For more consistent updates and a closer look at the 
lives of our residents, please like us on Facebook!


