
November 1 marked the date for the GHH annual Bowl-a-thon.  51 

bowlers joined GHH for two fun and spirited games.  Bowlers along 

with parents and guardians solicited both pledges and donations for 

the event.  Our silent auction boasted 36 items including a Spartan 

basketball signed by Tom Izzo.  The day offered a great deal more 

than bowling as families and friends joined together to support 

GHH. As has been the case since its inception, Hudsonville Lanes 

donated the bowling and shoes.  Thank you Doug!  Special thanks 

to this year’s co-chairs, Bea Meinema and Sheila Roach for all their 

work and coordination of the event. Thank you to each and every 

bowler, family member, friend, and community partner that came 

along side GHH, making this event once again a huge success. 

Make sure you mark November, 7, 2015 for next year’s event! 
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Friday, August 22 marked our first ever golf outing.  It was hardly apparent that there was unbearable humidity and heat, not 

to mention the threat of severe thunderstorms.  Instead the day was electric with smiles all around, friendly volunteers, great 

food, and challenging golf.  With 70 registered golfers and over 100 sponsors of money or merchandise, it was clear there 

was nothing but heart-felt support for GHH.  The line auction boasted an iPad, kayak, Herman Miller desk chair, U of M  

football tickets, Tiger baseball tickets, and two golf packages. Special thanks to Gleneagle Golf Club and PBJ Golf LLC for 

making sure the event was fun and ran smoothly. The planning team of Cherie Dykstra, Joanne Jesnek, Rick Kruger, Ruth 

VanderHeide, and Tom Visser worked tirelessly before and after the event to assure smooth operations and a successful 

financial outcome.  In short, those of us who golfed, sponsored, or volunteered couldn't think of a better way to have fun 

while supporting such a good cause.  Make sure you mark Friday, August 21, 2105 on your calendar for next year! 
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“Spring It Forward” Fundraising Luncheon Huge Success! 

Gleneagle Golf Club became the venue for our 1st annual 

Spring It Forward Luncheon. Coming along side of GHH 

with a 100% food donation was Brann’s Distinctive Catering. 

Also, donating the facility  usage for the day was Gleneagle 

Golf Club while Valley City Lines donated the table coverings 

and napkins.  The residents and Home Managers made the  

table centerpieces, wrapped silverware, and set-up the table 

place settings.  The room was filled with a buzz of conversation 

and laughter as people mingled and reconnected.  There was a 

true sense of community that came together that day.  The food was delicious, the surroundings beautiful, 

and the support for GHH undeniable. Thank you to all for helping raise over $5,000 for GHH!   

Make sure you mark May 20, 2015 on 

your  calendar for next year! 

2014-15 Events Calendar: 

December 31, 2014 8:00 pm-11:00 pm– New Year’s Eve Concert   

Featuring the Voices of Victory and more!  Hudsonville Reformed Church 

May 20, 2015   11:30 – 2:00 -     Spring It Forward Lunch  

Catered by Distinctive Catering by Brann’s and hosted by Gleneagle Golf Club  

August 21, 2015 GHH Charity Golf Classic  

Hosted by Gleneagle Golf Club and catered by YoChef Catering 

November 7, 2015  12:30 –2:30 GHH Bowl-a-thon   

Hosted by Hudsonville Lanes 
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Love Your Neighbor Day 

Two times every year Evergreen Ministries dedicates a Saturday to bless the 

community with more than 200 people from the congregation going out into 

the community to serve in a variety of ways. Georgetown Harmony Homes is 

one of the beneficiaries of this outreach ministry.  October 18 marked the day 

when many came to help GHH ready the outside for winter and give a deep 

cleaning to the inside.  From children to adult all pitched in to help.  We want 

to thank Evergreen Ministries for their outpouring of love and time to help 

GHH with the home maintenance.  Thanks again, we look forward to our time 

together in May! 

Unity Christian High School and Victory Day! 

A very special thank you to Unity Christian High School for offering Ottawa County’s first ever Victory 

Day. Coach Tibbe, a former football coach at South Christian High School, had seen first hand  the   

mutual joy and blessings experienced at Victory Day. It was a day when the South Christian football 

teams and cheer squads came together with area  residents who happen to have disabilities. Being 

pared together for a one-on-one experience, one could hear the encouragement as they recognized 

each other’s gifts.  Now, as coach at Unity Christian, Coach Tibbe felt a calling to bring Victory Day to      

Ottawa County.  The day could not have been more 

picture perfect for the 38 area  residents who           

participated. Cheering filled the stands, an area sports 

celebrity enthusiastically announced and the student 

athletes formed bonds with their Victory Day friends. 

Thank you Coach Tibbe and the Unity Christian 

football teams and cheer squads for all your 

hard work bringing this day to the Georgetown 

community! 

 



 

GHH News December 2014  page 4 

Behind the Scenes  written by Pam Steenstra GHH Director/Administrator 

Change. Just the word often makes people uncomfortable. Change can be difficult to cope 

with from the moment it confronts us. Change means things will look different, feel different, 

and maybe even operate differently. Change is often feared because it represents the      

unknown.  Spencer Johnson speaks candidly in his book Who Moved My Cheese about the 

process of dealing with a difficult change in his own personal life.  The experience showed 

him how to take his changing situation seriously, but not take himself so seriously in the midst of that change.    

Ultimately Johnson found that since change is inevitable, one should find ways to embrace the change and see 

how it can bring benefit to one’s career, health, and relationships. His words of advice when faced with change?  

“The quicker you let go of old cheese, the sooner you find new cheese.” 

We all know how attached to our “sameness” we can become.  Knowing what we can count on makes us happy. 

But, the more we define our happiness by experiencing the status quo the more we find ourselves wanting to hang 

on to it. The more we resist, the more difficult the transition is when we are faced with changes inherent in life.  If 

we face change with fear, we will certainly experience uncertainty and worry.  

What if one encountered change with a sense of excitement?  What if one viewed change with eagerness and  

believed it could lead to new and refreshing opportunities?  What if embracing small changes now helped one 

adapt to bigger changes down the road? What if one accepted that change is an absolute and anticipated it, 

adapted to it, and changed with it? 

Well, get ready because GHH will be revealing some great changes in 

2015.  GHH is launching its new and improved website at the onset of 

the new year.  We will have a new look, a new way of connecting, and a 

new way of communicating.  GHH is learning from Spencer Johnson and 

we are going to enjoy change.  We hope you will join us as we savor the 

adventure and watch as God leads us in places we may not have dared to 

go, meet people we did not know before, and experience the grace and 

love of a community that cares about Harmony Homes.  Be ready with 

us to change and, ... love it! 

Please remember        

Harmony Homes in your 

End of Year Giving. 

Be a part of providing   

loving, beautiful homes, 

and community                 

opportunities for our 

residents. 

Georgetown Harmony Homes 

P.O. Box 845. Jenison, MI. 49429 

GHH Welcome’s New Women’s Home Manager  

September 1, 2014 marked the start for Cara Kuiper 

as our new Home Manager for the Women’s Home.  

Cara may be new to the position of Home Manager, 

but she is not new to GHH.  Cara has ably served 

as a Weekend Care Provider for the past two years.  

Cara’s experience as a assistant manager for a  

local day care and her involvement in her church’s 

special needs ministry have prepared her well for 

the new position. Cara’s servant heart, upbeat    

attitude, willingness to learn, and infectious smile offer one immediate 

feelings of warmth and acceptance.  We are blessed that as we tearfully 

said goodbye to retiring Home Manager, Mary Hiemstra, God provided an 

excellent replacement. We thank God for Cara along with her passion 

and love for people who experience disability.  Welcome Cara! 


