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For over 10 years, Georgetown 
Harmony Homes has been 

an interfaith, volunteer-driven 
organization providing homes for 
adults with developmental dis-
abilities. These homes provide the 
opportunity for individuals to live 
independently of their parents in our 
community. Ten of our twelve current 
residents living in our homes moved 
in within a year of their home being 
built in 2005 and 2007. They enjoy 
living in our homes and currently plan 
to remain living here. However, our 
waiting list has grown consistently, 
and after much prayer and discussion, 
our Board believes it is time to move 
forward with this building project!
This project has a goal of 2.1 million, 
and we have already achieved 60% of 
that goal. We have received two lots 
for the homes to be built on in a new 
residential development being exca-
vated right now. We have identified a 
contractor and are soliciting bids and 
donations for the construction. These 
homes, like our current homes, will 
give each resident their own bedroom 
and bathroom. A home manager will 
live on-site during the week, and four 
different caregivers per home will take 
turns spending their weekends with 
our residents each month. Our homes 

feature inviting living spaces 
and a large yard. 
Vicki VanOverloop explained that her 
son, Ross, a current resident, “...will 
always need support as he lives in a 
home setting, but has gained much 
independence. This family of six guys 
and their caretakers are a GREAT 
solution for him! Just as there are with 
siblings, they have their disagree-
ments, but they truly love and care for 
each other. The home is a busy, loving 
Christian family. Ross loves every 
minute of it, and has never looked 
back. He now has a home of his own.” 
We want to give this experience to 
those on our waiting list.
The Georgetown Harmony Homes 
family is passionate that adults with 
developmental disabilities have a 
home within our community where 
they can thrive, grow spiritually, and 
develop strong social connections. 
These homes create a family where 

residents pray, offer friendship, share 
joys and disappointments, and cele-
brate together. GHH fosters a home 
environment engaged in the com-
munity that empowers our residents 

to learn, grow, and be affirmed in 
their individual worth and value. 
We encourage our residents to lead 
an active lifestyle. We often have 
activities for them in the evenings 
and on the weekends, in addition to 
their jobs and programming during 
the day.
A parent on our waiting list summed 
it up well: “There is such a need for 
homes for individuals with special 
needs. It is so important for all people 
to have a sense of pride, indepen-
dence, and a place to call home.” We 
need your help to build these homes! 
Any donation, whether it’s a financial 
gift, materials, or donated labor, 
is appreciated. Please prayerfully 
consider how you can play a part in 
this significant project.
Now we will need your support to 
finish our goal of $2.1 Million.  Please 
reach out to us so that we might 
discuss with you how you can help. In 
coming weeks, you will see a special 
request for donation, and we hope 
you will consider giving your financial 
support. As always, please check our 
website at www.georgetownharmony-
homes.org or call 616.226.3473 for 
more information.  We can’t wait to 
see our new residents experience the 
joy of becoming independent.

Build Homes…
                 Build Families…
        Build Love…
WE ARE SO EXCITED TO ANNOUNCE THAT OUR 
BOARD HAS MADE THE DECISION TO BUILD 
TWO NEW HOMES! 



Community News: Thank You!
Over the past few months, the following ministries have 

contributed to GHH in unique ways. We are so 
grateful for their assistance and thank each ministry 
for devoting time and energy toward supporting our 
residents and improving our homes. 

• First Hudsonville CRC organized a Clay Shoot 
Fundraiser in January that raised $8,532 for 
our residents.

• Bishop Fulton J. Sheen Council 7487 
Knights of Columbus, Holy Redeemer 
Parish hosted a wild game dinner in 
February. GHH received $7,200 from this 
event.

• Cottonwood Christian Reformed Church’s 
Youth Group came to our homes for our Spring Clean Up 
Day. They washed windows, spread bark, and cleaned our 
vans with the assistance of our residents.

How about you? 
We would love 
to see your 
organization 
or ministry 
get involved 
in supporting 
our residents. 

Be creative, 
have fun, and know that you will make a difference in our 
residents’ lives. If you need help with ideas, we would love to 
talk with you. 

On May 17, we hosted our Spring 
It Forward Luncheon at the 

Grandville Banquet Center. We were 
pleased to have 325 people attend 
and over 130 items donated to our 
auction. Distinctive Catering donated 
the venue and delicious food, and to-
gether, all of these donations allowed 
100% of the proceeds, $21,661, to go 

toward sustaining our homes! We are 
so grateful for all of the support.

It’s always exciting to have our GHH 
community come together for this 
lunch. Our current residents enjoyed 
being able to spend time with their 
families, friends, and those waiting 
to live in our new homes. We also 
premiered a short video that gave an 

overview of our organization! If you 
haven’t seen it yet, check it out at 
www.georgetownharmonyhomes.org.

We sincerely thank everyone who 
came out, volunteered, or donated 
to this event! Be sure to mark your 
calendars for next year’s Spring It 
Forward Lunch on Wednesday,  
May 16, 2018. 

Spring It Forward Luncheon Update

Volunteer Opportunities:
• Build & outfit a fire pit area with stone base (Women’s Home)

• YMCA, weekdays 2-4 p.m. — you do not need a membership 
to volunteer! This is a great way to connect 
with our residents for a couple of hours every 
week and an opportunity to take advantage 
of all the YMCA has to offer. If you want 
more information, please email ckuiper@
georgetownharmonyhomes.org.

Mark Your Calendars!

On Friday, August 18, we are hosting 
our annual Charity Golf Classic at Gleneagle Golf Club 
featuring a 4-Person 18 Hole Scramble. We will also 
have a line auction, events on the holes, and prizes for 
our golfers. Distinctive Catering will be providing food 
stations throughout the course during play.

Various sponsorships are available, starting at $150. 
Each sponsor will receive advertising during the event. 
For more information, details on sponsorship oppor-
tunities, or to register, visit www.georgetownharmony-
homes.org or call Joanne Jesnek at (616) 915-0221.

Charity Golf Classic 



When I think about the past few months, the theme of service 
comes to mind. We have had many opportunities to serve 

each other as well as others in our community. In April, we were 
able to assist Hand2Hand Ministries, an organization devoted 
to providing weekend dinner sacks to students who don’t have 
enough food to eat. Grand Valley University students came over 
and helped our residents put together dinner sacks for children 
in our area. Our residents also pitched in during our Spring Clean 
Up Day, serving alongside Cottonwood CRC’s youth group. They 
washed windows, spread bark, and enjoyed getting our van 
sparkly clean! 

At dinner soon afterwards, one of our residents told me that since 
coming to GHH, she has realized that she is capable of helping 

other people. She 
thought others 
should help her 
because of her 
disability, but she 
is now seeing that 
she can make 
a difference in 
others’ lives, too. 
She said it felt 
good to know that 
she can do more 

than she ever expected she would be able to do. I feel honored to 
be a part of God’s work in our residents’ lives.

I would like to share a picture of this wall hanging that Love 
Restored, a repurposing ministry of Love Inc., custom made for 
our home. The seven 
birds represent 
our six residents 
and myself, and 
Psalm 139 is a great 
reminder of how 
special each of us is 
to our Lord and how 
much He cares for us. 

Communication Updates
We are transitioning towards having the majority 
of our communication happen via email. This 
will keep our costs down as we strive to use each 
donation dollar wisely. Please help us by sharing 
your email address in one of the following ways:

• Visit: www.georgetownharmonyhomes.org 

• Email: hello@georgetownharmonyhomes.org

For more consistent updates and a closer 
look at the lives of our residents, please 
like us on Facebook! 

a

Cara Kuiper
GHH Women’s Home Manager

Women’s Home Update Staff Updates
a We say special goodbye 

to Deb Orange, 
who has served our 
residents for 12 years 
as a weekend caregiver. 
She was one of the first 
employees GHH hired and 
has been an integral part 
of our ladies’ lives. The residents remember 
her fondly as a wonderful cook, creative 
activity planner, and empathetic listener. The 
residents consider her as family, and we join in 
thanking Deb for her many years of service!

a We will also miss Cassady Watts, who worked 
as a weekend caregiver for seven years and 
spent her last weekend at the Men’s Home 
in April. The guys loved having Cassady 

around, and she had a 
special relationship with 

each of them. She was 
full of energy and was 
always up for doing fun 
activities. Cassady found 
value in each individual 

and treated them with 
dignity and respect. She is 

still a major presence in the 
lives of our residents through Special Olympics 
and coaching volleyball as well as other 
sports. We appreciate and thank you, Cassady!

We are accepting applications for on-call 
weekend relief caregivers. For more information, 
please visit www.georgetownharmonyhomes.org.



Wish List:
MEN’S HOME

✓ Set of pots and pans

✓ New gas grill

✓ Vacuum cleaner

✓ Deck table/chairs that seats 8-10

WOMEN’S HOME

✓ New staff bedding (weekend 
sitter bedroom)

✓ Deck chairs

✓ Electric can opener

✓ Griddle
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All donations are tax-deductible.  
Please contact Pam Steenstra at  
psteenstra@georgetownharmonyhomes.org or 
616.226.3473 with any questions or donations.

One of the most common 
questions I get about 

the Men’s home is, “Do the 
guys all get along with each 
other?”. And my answer is 
nearly always the same. I 
share about how the guys 
are like brothers; they do not always get along, but that’s because they’re like 
family. They may fight, but they love and care for each other like brothers. 

Our theme for this year comes from Romans 12:10 – ”Be devoted to one 
another in love. Honor one another above yourselves.”  It can be a 
challenge to encourage the men to put each other before themselves. Selfishness 
is part of our human nature. But there are times when I am amazed at how these 
men are devoted to each other. Sometimes it is when one of the guys will vol-
untarily help out with an extra chore when one of their housemates isn’t feeling 
well. Or when someone prays after dinner for another resident’s family member 
that’s in the hospital. When one of the residents is gone on vacation, there are 
always a few of the guys eagerly awaiting his return. It is in these small moments 
that I am able to see just how much these men care for one another, able to love 
each other as Christ loves us!

 Brandon Folkert
 GHH Men’s Home Manager

• Charity Golf Classic 
Friday, August 18

• Bowl-a-thon 
Saturday, November 4

• New Year’s Eve Concert 
Sunday, December 31

For more information on 
upcoming events, please visit 
www.georgetownharmony-
homes.org.

      2017 
SAVE the 
   DATE!

Men’s Home Update

Benefit Twice Outlet 
Stores Opportunity

We are excited to announce that Benefit Twice Outlet Stores 
has accepted us into their Simply Give program! You can visit 

one of their three locations and request that 10% of your purchase 
go to GHH (this does not apply to online purchases). They have a 
variety of merchandise, including name brand clothing, furniture, 
and electronics at discounted prices. Check them out! 


