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My church is in the middle of a sermon series 
on the book of Exodus. What a rich account 

of God’s love for His people, and of His delivering 
them from slavery. And what a lot of interesting sub-
plots that exemplify how stubborn, short-sighted, and 
unfaithful we as His people can be at times.

I can easily relate to Moses, and his dialog with God 
at the burning bush. God calls Moses to do something 
very significant, something way outside of Moses’s 
comfort zone: confront mighty Pharoah, and then lead 
a million people hundreds of miles across a desert to 
a new land. Simple, right?

It’s not surprising, is it, that Moses has some 
reservations. “Who am I, that I should do this?” 
“What if they don’t listen to me?” “I have never been 
eloquent.” And finally, “O Lord, please send someone 
else to do it.”

Moses’s mistake was that he thought he’d be on his 
own with this challenge. He thought of himself as a 
lowly shepherd, certainly not equipped to do what 
God was asking him to do. But God reassured him 
that he would not be in this alone. Moses had the 
power and the promises of Almighty God with him, as 
well as other people and other supports.

I love it when God asks Moses “What do you have 
in your hand?” (Exodus 4:2) Moses happened to 

have a staff. God used what Moses already had. As 
Moses was trusting and obedient, he used that staff in 
powerful and amazing ways. 

What do you have in your hand? Unique 
experiences? Certain abilities that few have? Time? 
Energy? Relationships? Financial resources? A 
passionate prayer life? The list could go on….  Do 
you, like me, tend to minimize the resources you have 
in your hand, and forget that God wants to multiply 
them as we trust and follow Him?

I believe this question also applies to Georgetown 
Harmony Homes, and to everyone involved in it in 
some way. The organization has been tremendously 
blessed over the years, including times that have 
required an extra measure of faith.  We have a calling 
as an organization, and each of us is called in some 
unique way by God—whether by supporting GHH in 
some way, or in a multitude of other ways.  

I’m so grateful for those who have said—and those 
who continue to say—“Here’s what I have in my hand. 
I humbly offer it to you, God, to use as you see fit.” 

As the very exciting and challenging year 2019 
comes to a close soon, and we look ahead to another 
exciting and challenging year, please join me in 
listening to what God is calling us to, remembering 
that He equips those he calls, often in surprising ways!
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But Moses said, ‘Oh Lord, please  
send someone else to do it.’

Exodus 4:13



Our GHH Newsletters in April and July 2019 included conversations with 
Dirk VanderSteen, who has been a friend to GHH for many years. He has a 
wealth of experience in both the business and non-profit worlds. For the last 
20 years, he has focused on helping Christians and Christian organizations 
connect in mutually beneficial ways.  
The conversation continues here…

Art: We talked earlier about viewing 
all of our resources as gifts from God. 
And about the opportunity to bless not 
only our families but also ministries that 
are dear to us, through our financial 
planning. 

Dirk: Yes, I have seen some great 
ministries go from barely surviving, 
to thriving, based largely on legacy 
gifts that have either come in or that 
are anticipated. Such gifts free up the 
leadership to think more creatively and 
to act more boldly toward the calling 
that God has given them. 

Art: You have mentioned that families 
with members who are vulnerable due 
to disabilities should be especially 
mindful of their financial planning.

Dirk: Although many people with 
disabilities survive with the government 
benefits they receive, most families want 
their loved one to be taken care of for 
life, and to be taken care of well. There 

are experts who know all about the 
options, depending on the situation.

Art: We know some of those experts 
and would be happy to provide 
referrals to those who ask. But does the 
average person who wants to leave a 
legacy gift need to consult an expert, 
such as an attorney?

Dirk: The short answer is, probably. 
If someone is making a simple 
amendment to their will, or designating 
an organization as beneficiary of a 
life insurance policy, it may not be 
necessary. But if doing something more 
complex such as setting up some kind of 
trust or annuity, or donating real estate, 
it would be wise to consult an expert to 
be sure that what is intended actually 
happens, with the best outcome tax-
wise.

Art: Would you suggest consulting with 
a financial planner, or with an attorney? 

Dirk: Unless a person has a very strong 
financial or legal background, it’s 
probably wise to consult with both. 
They come at the issue from different 
perspectives, and together can come 
up with the best plan for the person 
wanting to leave a meaningful legacy. 

Art: Dirk, thank you so much for sharing 
your experience and your wisdom 
with me, and with our GHH “family!” 
Do you have any final words of 
encouragement?

Dirk: When God called Abraham in 
Genesis 12, God said he would bless 
Abraham. And He went on to say that 
Abraham would be a blessing to many 
others. I have worked with countless 
people who consider themselves 
blessed to be a blessing, who joyfully 
accept God’s invitation to share in His 
kingdom work. I hope our readers are 
encouraged to consider themselves 
blessed, and to consider the legacy they 
will leave! 

If you would like to learn more about estate planning, please be in touch with me. I am definitely still learning, but between 
Dirk and me, and several other resources of which we are aware, we’d be very pleased to help provide some direction. 
And if you have named GHH in your estate plan, it would be helpful—and delightful—to hear about it!  -Art

Third—and final—in a series about making a long-term  
(even eternal!) difference
By Art Opperwall, Executive Director

We are extremely grateful to have such wonderful staff members who 
work at our homes. Their passion for service and community are what help 
make each of our houses a loving Christian home. Our ministry would not 
be the same without their hard work and unique individual skills.

Are you interested in joining our tight knit team?  
We are accepting applications for full and part-time Resident Living 
Assistants to work evenings and weekends in our 6-bed homes in Jenison/Hudsonville.  You must have completed high 
school and be at least 18 years of age. Training and competitive wages provided. To apply, please go to the Employment 
tab on our website, www.georgetownharmonyhomes.org for a full job description and application.

What’s Your Will Power?

Join our Fantastic T eam!



The men at the Sagerose home have had a fun last few months!  In 
August, they attended the wedding of a staff member (a few of them 
even got to usher!) and had a great time celebrating and dancing 
with the newlyweds!  Many of our residents have also been busy 
volunteering!  Some of them were able to help at the GHH golf outing, 
while others help out at various churches or at Love Inc.  As a group 
they have been able to see some great movies at the theater.  They 
all highly loved “Overcomer” if you’re looking for a recommendation!  
The men have also worked hard at living healthy lifestyles by cooking 
new foods and staying active!  They love going to the YMCA, playing 
in sports leagues, and going for walks outside.  – Brandon, Home 
Manager

It’s hard to believe we are well into November.  This past 
fall the Ladies of Tenth were able to join up with the High 
Meadow Women and play games in the church where GHH 
has their office.  They had fun interacting with each other and 
having a little snack before they went off to do their other 
Saturday activities.  They also were very active in helping the 
group from Cottonwood CRC clean the inside and outside of 
our home in October. The ladies enjoy their time relaxing in 
their home with the other ladies.  They have been having fun 
on the weekends playing games and watching movies.   
– Cara, Home Manager

We have been quite busy settling into the 
new home and getting into our routine, 
which includes day programming. We are 
enjoying learning new things about each 
other, the staff, and our new neighborhood! 
Being new in the neighborhood, we have 
been taking frequent walks, and have met 
many of our neighbors. Having received 
new porch chairs, the ladies have loved 
relaxing on the front porch.  
The ladies want to thank Bethany United Reformed Church for blessing us with games, bean bag toss, soap, and cleaning 
supplies through a shower they had for us. We are very grateful for all the fun things we received as well as some 
necessities. Each day we look forward to waking up and enjoying this home and those around us. We are excited for what 
is to come as we continue to get settled.   – Amanda, Home Manager

The High Meadow Men’s home is projected to open before 
the end of 2019. The men have enjoyed a cookout with the 
Sagerose Men and a fall family get together. During these 
events, the men have enjoyed getting to know one another 
better through food and games. Everyone is looking forward 
to the opening of the High Meadow Men’s home. GHH has a 
gift registry with Bed, Bath, & Beyond as well as Target. Simply 
search “Georgetown Harmony Homes” if you would like to 
donate an item for the home.  – Alicia, Home Manager

Sagerose Men’s Home Update

High Meadow Women’s Home Update

High Meadow Men’s Home Update

10th Ave Women’s Home Update
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Do we have your email?
We would love to stay in touch!  We send out email 
newsletters monthly and would like you to be able to 
get all our exciting updates!  If you are not already 
receiving emails from us but would like to, please email 
hello@georgetownharmonyhomes.org with your name 
and email address.

For regular updates,
please like and follow us on 
Facebook & Instagram!

2019 Charity Golf C lassic a Great Success!
On Friday, August 16, GHH held its annual Charity Golf Classic at Gleneagle Golf Club. Through sponsorships and 
donations, we raised over $45,000 to continue our mission of providing Christ-centered homes to adults experiencing 
disabilities.  The annual golf outing serves as GHH’s largest fundraiser of the year. This year was a huge success!

Golfers enjoyed a great day filled with lovely weather, delicious catered food, and exciting raffle prizes. After playing a 
fun round of 18 holes, the day concluded with an ice cream social. We also announced the winners of the line auction 
and raffle prizes which included a grill, TV, restaurant gift cards, and even a new leased car!

We would like to personally thank all of the golfers that came out to participate, and our sponsors for their generous 
donations that helped make this day a success!


