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Over the past six months, I’ve 
been watching our latest 

home grow from being a cold 
foundation in a big hole to being 
an increasingly beautiful facility 
that should be completed in just a 
few more months. Perhaps you’ve 
been watching it as well.

I sometimes think about the many 
workers who have been involved 
in the construction. I’m thankful 
for each one. If asked about what 
they are doing, I wonder what 
they would say?

One might say, “I’m just pounding 
nails one by one.” Another with a 
bigger vision might say, “I’m part 
of a crew that’s building a well-
constructed house.” A few, with 
a much bigger perspective, might 
say, “I’m humbled to be used 
by God to be part of building 
a beautiful home that will be a 
place of comfort and love for 
many of God’s precious, special 
children for decades to come, 
possibly with an eternal impact, 
all to the glory of God.” 

Wow, I like those last workers’ 
perspective! In the day-to-day 
construction of a house and 
the day-to-day running of an 
organization like Georgetown 
Harmony Homes, it can be easy 
to lose sight of God’s bigger 
story—how He has led GHH in 
the past and how He is leading us 
into the future.

“Unless the Lord builds the house, 
we labor in vain” (Psalm 127: 1). 
It is so evident to me that God is 
building this house, and I can’t 
wait to see what He does with it!

I’m so thankful for all the 
ways God has blessed GHH 
with vision, with people, with 
resources…to bring His plan to 
fruition…in His time. To me, it is 
just one evidence of how very 
much He loves our current and 
future residents. 

It feels like we’re in the middle 
of something BIG! And very 
important! That’s humbling…and 
exciting! Thanks to each of you 
for being part of this journey that 
GHH is on.
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What are we building? Art Opperwall, 
Executive 
Director

“Unless the Lord builds the house, we labor in vain”  
Psalm 127:1



Dirk VanderSteen has been a friend to 
GHH for many years. He has a wealth 
of experience in both the business and 
non-profit worlds. For the last 20 years, 
he has focused on helping Christians 
and Christian organizations connect in 
mutually beneficial ways. Following are 
excerpts from a recent conversation I 
enjoyed with him.

Art: Tell me your perspective on how 
we should regard our financial and material possessions.

Dirk: Well, it’s not my perspective; it’s what I believe to be the Biblical perspective. 
There are more than 2000 verses of scripture that address stewardship. It’s clear that 
we are to regard all of our money and possessions as “on loan” from God, and that 
He expects us to manage them well. That’s quite a different perspective from what 
our culture tries to convince us is the case.

Art: So would it be accurate to say that the way we manage our finances throughout 
our lifetime is a spiritual exercise and an indication of our relationship with God?

Dirk: Absolutely! God owns it all, but He entrusts us with resources, expecting us to 
take care of our families, but also inviting us to be part of His kingdom work. What 
an honor that is!

Art: Tell us more about this opportunity to be part of kingdom work. 

Dirk: Giving regularly throughout one’s lifetime to the local church and great 
ministries is the most straightforward way to participate. I believe it’s also each 
person’s opportunity—and responsibility—to consider the opportunity to leave a 
legacy, first of all to children, but potentially also to Christian ministries that are 
making an impact in peoples’ lives and on the world.

Art: Are you suggesting everyone should have a will and a plan for how they will 
continue to make an impact even after their death?

Dirk: Yes! Especially in this day and age when many people have been richly 
blessed, we should be aware of what a huge difference we can make by how we 
write our will and plan to distribute our estate. I’d strongly encourage any adult who 
has not yet thought through that process and made a plan, to do so soon. 

Watch for our next newsletter, which will continue the conversation with Dirk about 
wills, estate planning, and the many different ways one can leave estate gifts that 
benefit ministries, that also are wise from a tax perspective. In the meantime, if you 
would like to learn more about estate planning, please be in touch with me. I am 
definitely still learning, but between Dirk and me, we’d be delighted to help provide 
some direction. And if you have named GHH in your estate plan, it would be helpful-
and delightful-to hear about it!  -Art

We extend a warm welcome to 
our new Board members!

Adam Westmaas comes to us with a 
background in Architecture. Adam has 
accepted the role of Board President, 
and also serves on the Executive and 
Finance teams. 

Jennifer Kolenda comes to us with 
a Finance background. Jennifer has 
stepped into the role of Treasurer, and 
serves on the Executive and Finance 
teams.

We want to welcome our new 
Women’s Home Manager:

Amanda Reitsma has been working 
as a weekend Resident Care Assistant 
for the last few years. She has loved 
it so much that she decided to take 
a step of faith and apply to be our 
Home Manager for the women’s home 
we currently are building. We are 
thrilled she has accepted the position, 
and we are confident that she will 
do a fantastic job caring for our new 
residents and leading the new team.

Board of Directors  
and Staff update
On behalf of Georgetown Harmony 
homes Board, staff, families and 
residents, we would like to thank Jordan 
Vander Kolk for serving as President 
of the Board, Bob Brasser for serving 
as Treasurer, and Beth Swagman for 
serving on the HR team.  

They recently completed their terms on 
the Board, and we thank them for all 
of the time and talents they have so 
generously given.

What’s Your Will Power?
First in a series about making a long-term (even eternal!) difference
By Art Opperwall, Executive Director

Pictured from left to right:  Adam Westmaas,  
Jordan Vander Kolk, Bob Brasser, Jennifer Kolenda



The women made the most out of the frigid and snowy winter! Not 
only did they have multiple snow days at home due to weather-related 
program cancellations, but they also enjoyed their bowling league 
that started back up in January. The snow days gave them a chance 
to enjoy time together playing games, exercising, and doing crafts, 
and the bowling league provided the opportunity to get out and see 
their friends on bowling nights. 

The women also have loved doing crafts at Home Depot, going to the dollar 
store (a favorite) and enjoying a game day with a student group from Grand 
Valley. They had fun making the best out of the long winter, and now are eager 
to enjoy the outdoors again!

- Cara Kuiper, Women’s Home Manager

The men had a busy and exciting winter! They stayed active by 
participating in their usual activities such as Special Olympics basketball, 
Wednesday night bowling league, and East Ottawa Special Ministries. 
They also learned new skills such as cooking, baking, and laundry. Some 
of the guys even helped with extra cleaning around the house during the 
week of the polar vortex!  

They have also had a ton of fun with some special events, such as going to 
Griffins hockey and high school basketball games. We would like to send 
a special thank you to a group of students from GVSU who volunteered 
recently by playing some board games and card games with all of the 
GHH residents. We are so blessed to live in this great community!  

- Brandon Folkert, Men’s Home Manager

Do you love people? Do you have a heart for disability ministry?  If you’re looking for a rewarding 
position caring for and serving adults with disabilities, we would love to talk with you! We are accepting applications for 
part-time Resident Care Assistants to work in our 6-bed homes in Jenison/Hudsonville. Our residents are mobile, verbal, and 
actively working and volunteering in the community. 

You must have completed high school and be at least 18 years of age. Training provided. Competitive wages provided.  
To apply, please go to the Employment tab on our website, www.georgetownharmonyhomes.org for a full job  
description and application.

Position: Part-time Resident Care Assistant

Women’s Home Update

Men’s Home Update

We’re Hiring!
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Georgetown Harmony Homes  
is a 501(c)(3) organization.

April 30, 7:00 pm – Legal Planning for Your Loved One with a Disability 
(please call the office for more information and to RSVP)

May 15 - Spring it Forward Luncheon
Online Registration is now open!

August 16 – Annual Charity Golf Classic

November 2 – Bowl-A-Thon

Upcoming Events :

Do we have your email?
We would love to stay in touch!  We send out an email newsletter monthly and would like you to be 
able to get all our exciting updates!  If you are not already receiving emails from us, but would like to,
please email hello@georgetownharmonyhomes.org with your name and email address.

For regular updates,
please like and follow us on 
Facebook & Instagram!


