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The older I get, the more I find myself interested in 
history. And I’ll admit that I find it a bit sobering 

when I realize that much of what current students are 
taught as “history” includes events that I remember 
living. 

I don’t personally remember D-Day, but I did recently 
have the awesome privilege of visiting Normandy, 
France. The D-Day invasion of 75 years ago had a 
tremendous impact not only on the outcome of WWII 
but certainly also on what our world looks like today. 
We owe such a debt of gratitude to the leaders and 
the many thousands of soldiers who took a stand for 
what’s right and for what would make the world a 
better place. 

I read recently that the word understanding 
originally had a meaning a bit different from our 
current definition. It actually meant standing under, 
supporting, bearing others’ troubles and pains 
on one’s shoulders. On second thought, maybe 
that’s not so different. When I feel that someone 
understands me, I feel that he/she is right there with 
me, supporting me, and even encouraging me to look 
forward with hope.

So we could say those D-Day soldiers were under-
standing us…that they provided a foundation on 
which we—as individuals, as communities, as a 
nation, and as a world—could be free and could 
grow. 

Who under-stands you? And to whom are you an 
under-standing person? 

I hope first that each of us knows that God under-
stands us—He knows our joys and our sorrows, and 
He invites us to accept Him as a firm foundation on 
which we can build. When Jesus went to the cross, it 
was the ultimate act of under-standing us.

Hopefully, we also have others in our lives who 
under-stand us, on whom we can rely for support and 
encouragement. 

Have you considered whether there is someone in 
your life that you could under-stand better? Perhaps 
someone in your own family, or in your church, or in 
your community? Maybe even someone at GHH? 

This also reminds me that GHH is building on a 
foundation that was laid many years ago by a group 
of people who founded the organization, nurtured 
it, and supported it. I think of the original board 
members and all that have followed; of those who 
have supported GHH financially in both big and small 
ways; of staff who have served so well over the years; 
of a community that has embraced our residents and 
the organization. 

We are standing on their shoulders, and we thank 
each one for their—for your—under-standing!
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Trust in the Lord with all your heart,  
and lean not on your own understanding. 

Prov 3:5



In our April 2019 GHH Newsletter, we started a conversation with Dirk 
VanderSteen, who has been a friend to GHH for many years. He has 
a wealth of experience in both the business and non-profit worlds. For 
the last 20 years, he has focused on helping Christians and Christian 
organizations connect in mutually beneficial ways. The conversation 
continues here…

Art: We have talked about the Biblical instruction to 
regard all of our resources as gifts from God that have 
been entrusted to us, to steward wisely. And how we 
have a responsibility to our families, but that we also 
have an opportunity to be involved in kingdom work. 
We do that while on this earth, but we also can make 
an ongoing impact after our deaths through intentional 
planning.

Dirk: Yes, we have an opportunity to leave a legacy. 
An important aspect of our legacy is what others learn 
and remember about us—all the good things we hope 
people will say at our funeral. And another facet of our 
legacy is how we designate the resources we leave 
behind when we die.

Art: Tell me more about how that can make a 
difference.

Dirk: Most people want to share part of their estate 
with their family, and of course, that is legitimate. 
But especially when children do not have significant 
financial needs, people increasingly are designating 
a portion of their estate in support of ministries and 
organizations that are dear to them. 

Art: I’ve heard the term “A Child Called Charity.” To 
what does that refer?

Dirk: For example, if a financially stable family has 3 
children, they might divide their estate 4 ways, with 
one quarter going toward charity. That quarter could 
make a huge difference to some ministries.

Art: I’m aware of many non-profits, GHH being one 
of them, that kind of squeak by year after year. Funds 
are needed today! How do legacy gifts help ministries, 
both today and in the long run?

Dirk: Ministries that are just squeaking by, and are in 
survival mode, have a hard time thinking creatively and 
having a bigger vision for what God might be calling 
them to do. Just knowing that some significant gifts 
will be coming in the future can be very encouraging, 
and can even change the culture and the vision of the 
organization.

Art: Are there other kinds of legacy gifts, besides cash 
given after one’s death?

Dirk: Yes, there are many! Some can be given today. 
And many of them have significant tax advantages 
when done correctly. Some examples are giving 
real estate, gift annuities, various kinds of trusts, life 
insurance, and retirement accounts.

Art: This sounds like a lot of great options, and a lot to 
sort through.

Dirk: That is true. And those who have loved ones 
who are more vulnerable due to disabilities want to be 
especially careful in their estate planning. 

Art: Thanks, Dirk! I can’t wait for our next conversation!

Watch for our next newsletter, which will continue the conversation with Dirk about wills, estate planning, and the many 
different ways one can leave estate gifts that benefit ministries, that also are wise from a tax perspective. In the meantime, 
if you would like to learn more about estate planning, please be in touch with me. I am definitely still learning, but between 
Dirk and me, and several other resources we are aware of, we’d be very pleased to help provide some direction. And if 
you have named GHH in your estate plan, it would be helpful—and delightful—to hear about it!  -Art

What’s Your Will Power?
Second in a series about making a long-term (even eternal!) difference
By Art Opperwall, Executive Director



June 25 was a fun day 
for GHH! We celebrated 

opening our new home by 
inviting the community to 
join us for an open house. 

Family, friends, and 
supporters enjoyed food, 
fellowship, and getting to 
know our new residents.

The women have been enjoying more time outside, which has 
included trips to area parks as well as sitting on the deck listening 
to music.  In June, soccer practice started again on Wednesday 
nights, and a few of the ladies started practicing in the back yard 
to improve their skills!  Some of the women will also enjoy going  
to camp this summer. 
-Cara, Home Manager

We have been quite busy settling into the new home 
and getting into our routine, which includes day 
programming. We are enjoying learning new things 
about each other, the staff, and our new neighborhood! 
Being new in the neighborhood, we have been taking 
frequent walks, and have met many of our neighbors. 
Having received new porch chairs, the ladies have loved relaxing on the front porch. The ladies want to thank Bethany United Reformed 
Church for blessing us with games, bean bag toss, soap, and cleaning supplies through a shower they had for us. We are very grateful 
for all the fun things we received as well as some necessities. Each day we look forward to waking up and enjoying this home and those 
around us. We are excited for what is to come as we continue to get settled.  
– Amanda, Home Manager

With summer underway, the guys of the Sagerose Men’s Home are 
keeping busy!  They’ve been participating in a lot of fun activities 
such as a church softball league, attending a staff member’s college 
graduation, and going to the movies.  Some of the guys have also 
had noteworthy personal accomplishments: celebrating 25 years 
at the same job, learning how to cook new foods, learning how 
to operate new technology, learning about fire safety, and losing 
weight.  We are always so proud of these men!  They always want 
to learn new skills and try new things.  Please keep the guys in 
prayer over the summer as they travel for vacations and summer 
camps.  We hope you all have a great summer too!  
-Brandon, Home Manager

High Meadow Women’s Home Op en House Fun!

10th Ave Women’s Home Update

High Meadow  
Women’s Home Update

Sagerose Men’s Home Update
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August 16: Annual Charity Golf Classic - Online Registration Now Open!

August 26 – 29: Visit B2 Outlet Store in Hudsonville!  Mention GHH and  
we will receive 15% of all sales!  Visit www.b2outlets.com for directions to the Hudsonville location.

August 29: Hudsonville Chamber Presents Happenings on Harvey
(The Great Give Back)  from 6:00-8:00pm. Come out and enjoy an evening of fun while supporting GHH! We will be participating in 
the Penny War!  Bring your pennies and add them to our jar at our table! The organization that has the most at the end of the night will 
receive a cash prize! We hope to see you there!  Details at: www.hudsonvilleevents.com/happenings-on-harvey

November 2: Bowl-a-thon - Watch for more information!

Upcoming 2019 Events :

Do we have your email?
We would love to stay in touch!  We send out an email 
newsletter monthly and would like you to get all our 
exciting updates!  If you are not already receiving 
emails from us, but would like to,
please email hello@georgetownharmonyhomes.org 
with your name and preferred email address.

For regular updates,
please like and follow us on 
Facebook & Instagram!

Do you love people? Do you have a heart for disability ministry?  If you’re looking for a rewarding position caring for and serv-
ing adults with disabilities, we would love to talk with you! We are accepting applications for part-time Resident Living Assistants to work in our 
6-bed homes in Jenison/Hudsonville. Our residents are mobile, verbal, and actively working and volunteering in the community. 

You must have completed high school and be at least 18 years of age. Training provided. Competitive wages provided. To apply, please go to 
the Employment tab on our website, www.georgetownharmonyhomes.org for a full job description and application.

Position: Part-time Resident Living AssistantWe’re Hiring!


