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G HH C elebrates 20 Y ears! Part 2
As mentioned in our last newsletter, throughout 2021 we are celebrating a 
milestone: 20 years since Georgetown Harmony Homes was started by a 
group of visionary people who sensed God calling them to serve people with 
disabilities in a new way in this community.
In this newsletter, we wish to recognize and celebrate those who are vital, 
ongoing supports to the ministry of GHH. There are so many! We particularly 
want to appreciate dedicated staff members, board members, volunteers, and 
faithful prayer and financial supporters. They make up the trunk and main
branches of the “GHH tree” which continues to flourish.

“GHH is a ‘hands and feet’ organization committed to providing 
not just a home, but a caring daily experience to its residents. 
And while the homes are beautiful, they serve as a vehicle where 
love, compassion and encouragement live.”  - Jordan 
Buning, Current Board President

“People with disabilities have a special place in my 
heart. My commitment to the mission of GHH was 
strengthened after joining the board, meeting the 
residents, families and employees, and seeing the 

tremendous amount of time and energy it 
takes to make GHH what it is. It gives 

me great joy to watch the residents 
become an integral part of their 

community, and to interact as 
a family unit with respect, 
love and grace.” -Bob Brasser, 
Former Board Member, 
Current Advisory  
Council Member

“Working at Georgetown 
Harmony Homes is such a gift 

of a job where I get to serve 
those who need a little extra 
help, and I receive so much 
back from the residents! The joy 
of serving, and loving as Jesus 
loved, is so rewarding when 
working with the residents!”   
– Tiffany Louzon, RLA

“GHH is not just a paycheck, it’s what 
I would call a “heart” kind of job. We 
all care about each other and are like one 
big family!” – Laura Schnyders, RLA

“The homes at GHH are big homes 
filled with even bigger hearts. It is 
a blessing to see pure joy radiate 
from the residents, and witness 
God’s plan for GHH continue to 
come to fruition. With residents 
going different places each day, 
it’s a delight to know they each 
want to join together again each 
night in their home.” - Amanda 
Reitsma, High Meadow Women’s 
Home Manager

For a glimpse into what goes on behind the scenes at GHH, enjoy these reflections from some who are
building on the “roots” established by our founders, and who do their part to ultimately produce the

“fruit”—safe, happy, and growing residents! (More about them in the next newsletter!)

“I love having the opportunity to serve directly in 
God’s ministry and I enjoy working on activities of 
daily living with His people. I admire the second 
family we have created at GHH.”  - Alicia Overlander, 
High Meadow Men’s Home Manager

“I love seeing how the staff, volunteers and board have so 
much love, excitement and interest for all of the residents. 
They truly want the best for every resident and for every 
home.”  - Karla VanderBaan, Board Member

Board Staff



I recently read that there is one metaphor found in the 
Bible more than any other: TREES!

Already in Genesis 2, the trees of the Garden of Eden 
are described as beautiful and nourishing (all but one!). 
There are accounts of the burning bush, olive branches, 
and the cedars of Lebanon. Proverbs says that wisdom 
is like a tree. Jesus was crucified on a tree. And in the 
last chapter of Revelation, the Tree of Life yields fruit and 
brings healing. Just try googling “trees in the Bible.” 
You’ll be amazed!

In our last newsletter we talked about how God’s spirit, 
moving in the founders of GHH, led to deep and healthy 
roots on which the GHH “tree” has grown. Since 2001, 
innumerable others have worked to build and sustain a 
sturdy trunk and strong branches. We can’t name them 
all, but each one has done their part to strengthen GHH 
and provide a means whereby fruit can be borne in our 
residents.

GHH would not be what it is without its many volunteers, 
serving in a multitude of ways.  Volunteers do grocery 
shopping for the homes; drive residents to activities 
and appointments; do repairs in the homes; help with 
fundraising events; support us with prayer; and much 
more.  Board members also serve as volunteers, putting 
in many hours to promote the vision and mission of the 
organization. We can look back at key times in GHH’s 
history when the Board, prompted by God’s Spirit, 
took decisive and visionary actions that were key to the 
organization’s growth both in numbers and in quality. 
Advisory Council members also serve in a 

variety of ways with special skills, connections, and 
encouragement.

The “rubber meets the road” with every interaction 
between residents and home staff. I am so impressed 
with the dedication and the quality work of staff at 
all levels—from Home Managers to Resident Living 
Assistants to office staff. Working with our residents 
is not without its challenges, but it is so clear that our 
staff love them and go above and beyond to keep our 
residents safe, happy, and growing.

A final part—and I think it appropriate to call it the 
trunk of this tree—is our amazing financial supporters: 
businesses who contribute to our fundraisers; churches 
that take up offerings; foundations that provide grants; 
and hundreds of individuals and families who give 
sacrificially because they believe in this ministry.

Do you know how vital fluids and nutrients get from 
below ground level all the way out to the leaves and fruit 
of a tree? I’m no botanist, but my understanding is that 
with the right equipment, one can see these nourishing 
elements rushing up and down the trunk and branches. 
What a great picture of how our volunteers, staff and 
supporters provide both structure and support to the 
ministry of GHH.

Thank you again for your part in this growing and 
thriving “GHH tree!”

20 Y ears at G HH: 
Deep Roots, Strong Branches, Delightful Fruit

John 15: 1-2 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off  
every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit  
he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.

Art Opperwall,  
Executive Director

“Georgetown Harmony Homes offers a safe, 
active, Christian group home, in which 
parents can place their developmentally 
challenged child. Their child will become 
close friends with the other residents as they 
grow together in their adult life. The parents 
also gain comfort that while they, and their 
child, grow older, their child will have a 
safe home life.” - Ralph VanderVeen, Board 
Member and Volunteer

“We have witnessed the impact that GHH 
has on the residents’ lives, offering a home 
and a community in which to thrive; but 
we have also seen their moms and dads 
find a true sense of security and trust when 
transitioning their adult children into a new 
“family”. What a gift to those parents who 
find their worries are lessened by having 
a loving and safe home for their son or 
daughter.” - Mary Beth Gernaat, on behalf of 
the Edgar & Elsa Prince Foundation



10th Avenue Women’s Home Update
The lovely ladies of 10th Avenue have been happy to get back into summer activities. 
One thing we all love to do is attend camp with friends and/or our families. Almost all the 
residents and myself have been able to do this already this summer! The ladies were very 
happy to be back at camp and do the activities that they missed last year!! S’mores around 
the fire, grilled burgers for dinner, swimming, and games were among the many activities 
that were enjoyed at camp. Even though there has been some rain, it didn’t stop us from 
having all the fun that camps have to offer. We hope you are able to enjoy some outdoor 
activities this summer with your loved one, as we have started to enjoy ours!! 

- Cara Kuiper, 10th Avenue Women’s Home Manager

Sagerose Men’s Home Update
The Sagerose Men have been enjoying the warm summer weather by safely 
participating in many activities outside, including watching movies at the 
LMCU Ballpark, picking strawberries at DeLange’s Redberry Farm, and 
playing basketball outside at the house. They also enjoyed seeing their friends 
and families at the GHH picnic and at the first GHH 5K! The guys celebrated 
National Donut Day on June 4 by delivering donuts to the other GHH homes 
and enjoying the sweet treats together. It’s been a busy spring and we are all 
excited to find more activities to safely participate in together this summer! 

- Jodi DeLange, Sagerose Men’s Home Manager

High Meadow Women’s Home Update
Since the last newsletter, we were able to celebrate our two year anniversary 
at HMW. We celebrated by having all our families over for a cook-out filled 
with a time of fellowship, laughs and yard games. We are glad to be back 
volunteering at Revive and continuing to deliver meals for Sunset Manor. 
Summertime at HMW brings along some extra fun things including kittens, 
growing our garden and bike rides. We always enjoy the things that warmer 
weather brings! In our home, we are focusing on finding joy in little things 
and continuing to be thankful for everything we have! 

- Amanda Reitsma, High Meadow Women’s Home Manager

High Meadow Men’s Home Update
The High Meadow Men’s Home has been getting used to a ‘regular’ 
schedule and returning to normalcy since COVID started. We have 
enjoyed schedules staying the same and not changing frequently, programs 
not canceling, and not having to quarantine! We are thankful and blessed 
for our staff who continue to keep us safe. We recently enjoyed the 5K 
fundraiser. In preparation for the 5K, we were exercising at least four times 
per week. Some of us ran/walked the 5K and some of us helped with the 
bake sale. We also enjoyed the family picnic in June. It was great seeing 
the families of GHH! 

-Alicia Overlander, High Meadow Men’s Home Manager
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Upcoming G HH Fundraisers
 
Charity Golf Classic  - The annual  
GHH Charity Golf Classic will 
be held on Friday, August 20 at 
Gleneagle Golf Club. We are looking 
for sponsors, golfers, donors, and 
volunteers. We are also in need 
of items that could be used for the 
auction and raffle. If you would like 
to be involved in any way, please 
contact us at hello@georgetownharmonyhomes.org. Join us for a day of 
fellowship and fun while supporting our residents!

Drivers Needed - Due to the different 
schedules our residents have during the 
summer, we have an urgent need for 
drivers on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Friday mornings and afternoons 
to get them to their day programming 
or jobs. This could be a 15 minute 
to one hour commitment, depending 
on your location. You will enjoy your 
time with our fun and chatty residents, 
and they will enjoy spending time with you! If you would be interested in this 
opportunity, please contact us at hello@georgetownharmonyhomes.org. 

Do we have your email?We would love to stay in touch! 

We send out email newsletters monthly and would like you to be able to 
receive all our exciting updates. If you are not already receiving emails from 
us but would like to, please email hello@georgetownharmonyhomes.org with 
your name and email address.

For regular updates,please like and  
follow us on Facebook & Instagram!

Facebook: Georgetown Harmony Homes
Instagram: georgetownharmonyhomes

The trunk and branches of the GHH “tree” are partly made up 
of those who give to GHH. We are so grateful for those who 
sponsor our events and participate in our fundraising activities!

Fundraising has changed over the 20 years since GHH 
was founded. Our spring luncheon has welcomed over 300 
people, the golf outing has grown considerably, our bowl-a-
thon has more supporters each fall, and this year we enjoyed 
a new fundraising event as GHH hosted its first ever 5K Run/
Walkathon.

This year, even though our Spring it Forward Luncheon looked 
different from usual due to Covid restrictions, we were able to 
raise close to $16,000. Some of our residents were able to 
deliver catered lunches to our event sponsors, making it a fun 
time to say hello to those who support us!

It was wonderful to see many first-time supporters gather with 
our faithful GHH community at our 5K event. We were blessed 
to receive $20,000 from sponsors, runners, and donors (the 
Bake Sale alone brought in over $450!). We look forward to 
hosting this event every year!

We are so appreciative for those who give financially to the 
GHH ministry!

Grateful for Your Giving




