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Summer is a great time of year to spend 
with family and friends while building 
relationships.  Our residents have 
already had fun at summer camps, and 
have enjoyed summertime foods like 
s’mores, ice cream, and strawberries!  
They gathered with the extended GHH 
family - families, board and staff - at 
the GHH “Family” Picnic.  Great times 
have been spent fishing, supporting 
one another at softball games, and 
going on outings with residents from the 
other homes. There will be much more 
summertime fun to come!

As we think of family, the GHH Board of 
Directors is happy to announce we have 
a new addition to the GHH Family, our 
new Executive Director.  If you prayed 
for us during this time, you can celebrate 
God’s providence!

When we began this process, we 
prayed that God would provide us with 
the ‘one.’  In His wondrous ways, God 
delivered many applicants, yielding 
many great interviews of individuals 
with many appropriate gifts and 
qualifications.

And then we met Sandra Baker.  From 
her first interview through her visit to 
GHH, where she met most of the Home 
Managers, we felt like we were talking 
to ‘the one.’ 

What qualifies her as ‘the one?’  Sandy 
has had the privilege of serving people 
with unique abilities for the past 40+ 
years as an Educator, Administrator 
and Developer of a unique independent 
living opportunity, Gracious Grounds, 
in Grand Haven.  Sandy has had the 
opportunity to evaluate and mentor 
student teachers completing their 
student teaching experiences in Special 
Education through Hope College and 
Grand Valley State University.  She 
developed the Jayhawk Academy on 
the Campus of Muskegon Community 
College and served for seven years on 
the Board of Disability Network West 
Michigan.  Sandy is an active member 
of her church where she served as the 
Chair of the Board of Outreach for 
several years.  Most recently, she taught 
the Ready for Life program at Ferris State 
University, which also has programs at 
Calvin University and Hope College.  

Sandy received the Ability Award 
from Disability Network - Holland in 
2016 and was a finalist for the Athena 
Award - Lakeshore in 2010, recognizing 
outstanding Lakeshore women who excel 
in their professions, give back to their 
communities, and help to raise other 
women leaders.

Sandy’s passion for our residents is 
borne in her own experience as a 
mother to her two sons, one of which 
resides at Gracious Grounds, as well 
as the students and families she served 
throughout her career.

When you meet Sandy, you cannot 
miss the grace, joy, and gratitude she 
radiates.  When you combine these 
traits with her impressive achievements, 
you will see how thankful we are that 
she is our Executive Director!

Sandy will be easing into her role in the 
summer months before going to full time 
status in September.

As you can see, so far GHH is having 
a great summer and we are looking 
forward to more fun with family and 
friends!

Family, Friends and Fun! 
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For great is His love toward us, and the faithfulness  
of the LORD endures forever.  Praise the LORD!  Psalm 117:2



I must be honest with all of you.  I wasn’t actively looking for a new career (gulp, keep reading).... 
I was merely keeping my heart and mind open to any possibilities that came my way.  That’s when 
two dear friends, who don’t know each other, sent me the job posting for the Executive Director 
opening at GHH!  Now, I could have thanked them for sending me the information without acting on 
it, but I truly believe God has led me here - to this beautiful place - a place filled with joy, hope, faith 
and love - a place full of people who care deeply about one another - a place created by people 
walking hand in hand with HIM.

Thank you for this opportunity to serve you and your loved ones by nurturing what HE continues to 
provide!

With Grace and Gratitude,

Sandy

Thank You for Your Home  
Improvement Support!
GHH has been blessed with community support through 
grants and other giving to allow us to maintain our beautiful 
homes.  Within the last six months our homes, especially our 
two older ones, have been able to receive some fresh looks 
and needed improvements.  We are not only grateful for the 
funds given, but we are also very appreciative of all of those 
who donated their time to make it happen.  We could not 
have done it without all of you!  

Projects completed include:

• 10th Avenue Women’s Home - pulling out old 
landscaping and planting new, basement furniture, 
furnace, range, window blinds, and home manager 
apartment basement carpet.

• Sagerose Men’s Home - bar stools, basement carpet, 
basement furniture, interior painting, kitchen table 
and 10 chairs, 2 water heaters, window blinds, 
weekend staff bedroom and bathroom furnishings, 
and appliances for the home and apartment.

• High Meadow Men’s Home - basement furniture, 
basketball hoop, shop vac, yard games, and 
vacuums.

THANK YOU, LORD…. For directing me to 
Georgetown Harmony Homes!

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowl-
edge Him and He shall direct your paths.  Proverbs 3:5-6 

Sandra Baker,  
Executive Director

Kristin Ponstein, sharing her expertise with us as a 
member of the GHH Advisory Council and HR Team

Jillian Bucaro, an amazing 2+ years Resident Living 
Assistant.

GHH SPOTLIGHT



Sandra Baker,  
Executive Director

High Meadow Men’s Home Update
The High Meadow Men have been enjoying the warm weather by 
grilling, having bonfires, riding their bikes, playing football, and 
shooting hoops. The guys enjoyed seeing their friends and families at 
the GHH family picnic. We recently enjoyed the 5K fundraiser. Like last 
year, in preparation for the 5K, we were exercising at least 4 times a 
week. You might have seen us at the YMCA! Some of us ran/walked 
the 5K and some of us helped with the bake sale. In our home we are 
focusing on finding and choosing joy. You might hear the guys say 
‘choose joy’!
-Alicia Overlander, High Meadow Men’s Home Manager

10th Avenue 
Women’s Home Update
The ladies of 10th Avenue have been enjoying the 
summer weather and the foods of the season. The 
neighbor down the street brought over some strawberries 
from DeLange’s Redberry Farm.  We helped smash the 
strawberries and enjoyed shortcakes for a snack one 
night. I was able to purchase new grill grates and we 
enjoyed shish kabobs of meat and veggies for dinner 
one sunny Saturday. We also had a fire in the backyard 
and we enjoyed a snack of s’mores.  
- Cara Kuiper, 10th Avenue Women’s Home Manager

Sagerose Men’s Home Update
At the GHH Family Picnic on June 7, the GHH staff and some 
SRM residents defeated the GHH board members and family 
members in a competitive game of “Family Feud.” During the 
summer months, some of the guys will attend summer camps, 
where they will participate in games, engage in activities, 
and build friendships. On June 27, the guys enjoyed eating 
a meal and having fellowship around the dinner table with 
Sandy Baker, our new GHH Executive Director. In the months 
ahead at the SRM home, the guys will take advantage of our 
backyard fire pit, where they can roast marshmallows, as well 
as make s’mores and hobo pies. 
- Kevin Schnyders, Sagerose Men’s Home Manager

High Meadow  
Women’s Home Update
The High Meadow Women have done a great job of making me feel welcome as their 
new home manager! It has been a time of transition as I take up this new role, but it is 
starting to feel more normal for us all. They love helping out with errands, especially 
going to Costco around lunch time when it is guaranteed that they will ask if we can 
eat lunch there “just this once”. Recently, the ladies enjoyed attending the GHH 5K 
and GHH Family Picnic! It was a wonderful time of fellowship with friends and family. 
They also have been keeping busy with puzzles, crafts, bike rides, and walks around 
the neighborhood and parks.  We have been enjoying the warmer weather and look 
forward to spending more time outside this summer!  
- Elena Overway, High Meadow Women’s Home Manager
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Phone: 616-226-3473 
Web: www.georgetownharmonyhomes.org

Georgetown Harmony Homes is  
a 501(c)(3) organization.

Do we have your email? 
We would love to stay in touch! We send out email newsletters monthly and
would like you to be able to receive all of our exciting updates. If you are not 
already receiving emails from us but would like to, please email  
hello@georgetownharmonyhomes.org with your name and email address.

For regular updates,please like and  
follow us on Facebook & Instagram!

Facebook: Georgetown Harmony Homes
Instagram: georgetownharmonyhomes

Scan the QR 
Code for an easy 
and secure way 
to support our 

ministry

GEORGETOWN HARMONY HOMES
GOLF CLASSIC

AUGUST 19, 2022

Do you know of a business that would like to sponsor our Golf Outing?  
Team sponsorships and other levels are available.  Please visit  
www.georgetownharmonyhomes.org/event-registration/golf-outing/  
to register online or to print a brochure to mail into the office.  
We ask that you please submit any sponsorships that require a flag or a 
tee sign by July 25.  Auction items are also needed.  
Please contact the office at hello@georgetownharmonyhomes.org 
or 616-226-3473 for more information.   

Thank you for your support!

This past spring and early summer, GHH 
hosted two very wonderful, but very 
different, fundraisers. 

 

In April, at our Spring it Forward Luncheon, 
over 325 people gathered at beautifully 
decorated tables, to enjoy a delicious 
lunch catered by Distinctive Catering.  This 
annual luncheon had not taken place since 
2019 and it was exciting and energizing 
to see so many GHH supporters all in one 

room both sharing and learning about our 
ministry.  With many generous donations, 
just over $32,000 was raised to support 
GHH, the most ever raised!

In early June, at our 2nd annual 5K  
Run/Walk-a-thon, over 100 people  
gathered at Heritage Christian School in 
their running/walking shoes.  God blessed 
us with cool, comfortable weather to  
run/walk and cheer on our residents.   
With much support, we were able to raise 
over $11,000 for our ministry.  

As with any successful fundraiser, it takes 
many people to pull all the pieces together.  
Thank you so much to everyone who gave 
of their time, talents and financial gifts!  

We have an urgent need for  
part-time staff to work in our  
homes with our residents,  
evenings and weekends. 

If you are at least 18 years 
old and have a caring 

heart, you are encouraged 
to apply online at www.

georgetownharmonyhomes.
org. It’s an opportunity to show 
Christ’s love while working with 

some special people and a 
great team!

Are you handy at fixing things?  Do you 
like to do yard work?  Do you like to 
paint?  These are just a few things that 
our facilities team does for our homes.  
Please consider joining this group of 
volunteers and help us keep our homes 
safe and beautiful!  

For more information, please email  
hello@georgetownharmonyhomes.org.

Thank You for Supporting Our Fundraising Events


